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Like the legendary Phoenix—with a cycle of death in flames, then rebirth—books, and publishing, are undergoing a major metamorphosis.

The Naked Truth about Book Publishing, a writer’s guidebook, was released in April 2010 by Wisdom Trends.

The Naked Truth about Book Publishing takes a quick and dirty peek at the realities of publishing. Whether you are an author, independent publisher, or just an avid reader, it’s critical to know what’s happening and how current changes affect you!
Ebooks are now widely accepted, displacing print book sales and transforming a multi-billion dollar industry. Bookstores are fighting for survival. They’re either struggling to adapt, or going out of business. Publishing giants are developing new business models to stay afloat. For decades they’ve counted on a few top name authors’ best-selling hardcover titles to support the rest of their books.
Old wasteful printing methods are fading away, and nearly all paper books of the future will be made to order. Stores that still carry books will only stock the best-selling titles—the sales publishers still count on. Want to browse a bookstore and discover something new to read? In the future you’ll use an electronic catalog at a store kiosk—or search for interesting titles on-line.

If you’re a writer you must pay attention to what’s happening in the world of book publishing. The classic, though challenging method of finding an agent to shop a book to a top publisher is no longer the best choice for many authors. In a shrinking market, many agents are already looking for other jobs. Small, independent presses are growing in popularity. Many use a traditional business model, then work hand in hand with authors to develop and promote their books. Other choices include DIY companies—to get a book into print for a fee. And a growing number of people do everything themselves. Setting up their own businesses and self-publishing their manuscripts. Some by-pass print altogether. Ebook publishing is fast and easy and now open to everyone! A few top-name authors are leaving their big publishers and bringing their ebooks directly to readers.

Read the Naked Truth about Book Publishing to help set goals and make the best choice for your manuscript. The resources and links provide nearly everything you’ll need to get your book into print or epublished, and into readers’ hands!
About the author

Linda’s lifetime love of books and reading created a house crammed full of assorted hardbacks and paperbacks—and also led to a desire to write and publish. But write what and publish how? Every journey has to have a starting point, and it was time for some homework before her official writing career began.

Several years of research turned into a real eye-opening experience. The world of publishing wasn’t anything like she’d imagined. In fact, the days of old when it took an agent and a big east coast company to publish a book had faded away. A new generation of independent publishers now used a new system of digital book printing and distribution. It seemed easy and even sounded like fun!

The official “aha moment” came when Linda and her friend Lisa realized that they both had the same dream—to write and publish books. Why not pool their resources and talents and start their own Indie Press? In a single moment of insanity L&L Dreamspell was born—with Linda Houle and Lisa Rene’ Smith as co-owners. Someone forgot to tell them that anyone going into the book publishing industry using a traditional model must be teetering on the edge of sanity. Or else they’re incredibly brazen. Let’s just call them bold and sassy and leave it at that…

Both gals enjoy helping other authors, and they take great pleasure in discovering new talent and bringing book projects to life. With over 150 authors on their team, and over 100 books in print and a second imprint for non-fiction, Wisdom Trends, Linda and Lisa have already gone way beyond their wildest expectations with their publishing business.

Small press publishing involves keeping up with new trends, like electronic books. At some point in the ebook revolution the publishing world started spinning sideways on its axis. Rapid changes in the industry and among booksellers created confusion. Some authors couldn’t keep up, while others didn’t even understand the basics of book publishing. Linda saw a book project emerge from the chaos. Like a Phoenix, rising from the ashes!

Her short handbook is intended as a helpful tell-it-like-it-is reality check—covering the basics of book publishing in the middle of the industry’s metamorphosis. Anyone taking a journey into publishing must have a sense of humor, or they may wind up on the highway to hell. Or in a straightjacket. And that’s the Naked Truth!
Linda also designs custom book covers: www.coverofyourdreams.com
Soon you’ll be able to join her for writer’s retreats at Westwind Dreams, her wildlife ranch in the beautiful Texas Hill Country – stay tuned for details!
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